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Adam Banner, a senior at Tomahawk High School, manages his personal time like an
Back to blog home accountant balances his company’s budget..vary carefully. Like any other busy 18-year-old YOU COULD WIN $10,000
Recent Posts boy, Benner divides his time between homework, sports practice, and snowmabiling. Adam in the 3-POINT SHOOTOUT
may blend into the crowd at school, but unlike many of his peers, he was born with a mild case
Warld Games Athlete of autism._.and a knack for cross-country skiing.
Victorious at State
Competition r Whether he's in the classroom or on the snow=
WisSports.net to Stream covered ski trail, his cognitive disability has not
State Boys & Girls Hockey hindered his success. Adam started training for cross-
WSN Cash-In State Tourney country five years ago and has reaped the rewards for DETAILS / RULES
Raffle - Our Biggest Yet! the past two years, attending local, state, even
Vating for Team and Player International competitions.
S:ttr:;r?:r::‘hngﬁr_,mu Al 4k On January 30-31, Adam joined more than 300
athletes at the 2010 Special Olympics Wisconsin Stabe
WIAA 5 Division Proposed Winter Games in Wausau. He was the second athlete
Sectional Bracket Maps . g out of nearly 50 skiers to cross the finish ling in both
WIAA to Present Five Division the Nordicl-3K Free Cross Country and Nordicl-5K
Baskatball Flan Freestyle Cross Country races,
Basketball and Hockey State
Tournaments will be shown *When Adam steps up to the ling, he is always raring
in High-Definition T to go. He always gives 100 percent,” said Special
WIAA Board of Control Olympics Coach, Bonnie Kahn, who has sculpted
Release: District Football Benner into the athlete he is today. According to
Plan Rejected; Other | = Kahn, mativation has propelled Benner to dimb the
Proposals Pass — mountain of opportunities Special Dlympics has to
Listen to Interviews and a offer;
cmgs;t;el:ko:;&‘;: : Last year, he joined nearly 3,000 athletes from 85
Viting for Team and Player different countries and at the age of 16 became the youngest athlete to represent Wisconsin at
of the Month nearing an and, the 2009 Special Olympics World Games. He returned home with three shiny, gold medals
get votes in nowl! * hanging around his neck for wins in the 1K Race Freestyle, 3K Race Classical, and 4X1K Relay
Fraestyle Cross Country Ski Competitians.
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“Special Olympics makes me happy because I compete in events, and when I do well, [ am
Fabruary 2010 (7) very proud of myself,” Benner said, recalling his memories of triumph from these competitions,
January 2010 (3] Benner said he enjoys hearing the crowd chant for him just as much as he likes cheering for

December 2009 (4) his teammates.

November 2002 (2) According to Benner's mother, Julle, playing sports has not only improved her son's self-

Detober 2009 (3) confidence, it has increased his scholarly success as well, As a child, Benner did not react well

September 2009 (2] ta change, but after he started competing in Spacial Olympics four years ago, he exerts ur

August 2000 (5] greater control over his emations, PER NIGHT

July 2009 (5) ~adam h d 90 t h - Jul d. *If et inkiia reom Include: Ce
m Nas improve: percent since he was young,” Jube sawd. you wal into a N
June 2009 (5) you would not think he was autistic.” Free High Speed Internet, Fridges, Micros,

May 2009 (3) Expanded Cable & Non-Smoking Rooms
at While Benner struggles with basic meter skills, like writing, he is very proficient with other
April 2009 (4) skills, like riding 2 bike, Benner attends mainstream classes, except in subjects like math 6900 Seybold Rd

Linke where he needs additional instruction. 7 miles to Kohl | 6 miles to Alliant

There are no links for this “People used to make fun of him M e | 4
by when he was fitle,” said Julie. “But §§42800:445INNS|||RoadStarlnns'com!
WSN Illustrated it is different now that he is in 1 ;‘. ' i 1

sports. Now people cheer for him.”

Coach Kahn said Benner practices
on roller skis to build his
endurance and improve his
technique in the off-season. He
cross-trains by participating in
bowling and athletics. Kahn agrees
that Benner's abilities and attitede
have greatly evelved since he first
started competing and he has
earmed the respect of his

\ classmates.

“Adam has the backing of the entire student body and for the local Special Olympics athletes
that is huge,” Kahn says. "He has helped [build] awareness about people with disabilities
among the other students. They see him and understand he has the ability to compete like
anyone else,”

The only magazine in
Wisconsin devoted entirely to
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TROSE reCen, [sinl For more information en the Special Olympics Winter Games, visit
SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org.
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